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Parish Chair’s Letter

After a rather hot, dry but consistent
summer we approach autumn with its
darker nights and cooler weather.

The sunny weather saw our recreation
grounds well used, a very successful
summer fete in June and the horticultural
show in July. We hope that those of you
that were able to attend enjoyed some of
the great things that village life has to
offer.

Our upcoming village events are
Remembrance Day on 11th November
and Carols on the Green on 28th
November. You can find more details in
this issue, and if you are able to help in
any way we would be very grateful —
please let us know.

Also in this issue is more information
regarding the government targets for
housebuilding in Buckinghamshire that
are bound to affect us, as well as the
numerous speculative planning
applications that we continue to see.
Please read on so you might have a better
understanding of the impact this could
have for us here in Stoke Poges. Most of
the Parish Council’s time seems to be
taken up with planning and planning
enforcement matters, and we are
committed to working for our village.

& Cllr Saera Carter BEM
Chair, Stoke Poges Parish Council

Stoke Poges Parish Council
News from our
Parish Council

Speculative planning applications

Developers are testing the system in
anticipation of Buckinghamshire Council’s
emerging Local Plan and because housing
targets are under review via central
government. This leads to developers
submitting applications to ‘test’ whether the
council might grant permission outside
allocated sites. Their argument will be that
the council needs housing, therefore sites
should be approved now, even in the Green
Belt.

Stoke Poges Neighbourhood Plan has clearly
identified areas within the built form of the
village where suitable development might
take place, which is clearly brownfield land or
previously developed land, therefore avoiding
the need to develop any green belt or grey
belt sites. We are seeing that even though
Buckinghamshire Council has identified land
as unsuitable for development they are in
some cases still granting planning permission!

We are continuing to build our understanding
of evolving planning policies introduced by
central government. We are also working
with the London Green Belt Council. As Chair
of the Parish Council, Saera Carter is joining
as many training courses as time allows.

The Parish Council believes it is necessary to
be proactive, so we are actively engaging with
developers, land agents, residents,
councillors, Buckinghamshire Council officers
and our MP. We are also working in
partnership with our neighbouring parishes
and a planning consultant to support one
another. By sharing knowledge and insights,
we aim to foster a collaborative approach that
avoids duplication of effort and learns from
experience.



Residents may be aware that there are several
major planning applications and development
proposals currently under consideration
which, combined, could result in more than
1,300 new dwellings across the area. The
Parish Council believes that this level of
growth, over such a short period of time,
would place unacceptable pressure on local
infrastructure and public services.

Our roads and country lanes are already
heavily congested, and additional
development will inevitably increase traffic
pressures. Local services are also stretched,
with residents already experiencing long
waits for GP appointments and significant
delays at A&E departments.

Ultimately, planning decisions will be
determined by Buckinghamshire Council, the
Planning Inspectorate, or, in some cases, the
Secretary of State. We remain committed to
ensuring that our community’s voice is clearly
heard throughout this process.

For information regarding submitted
speculative planning applications, please
check the announcements pages on the Parish
Council website and sign up for our weekly
Newsflash email updates — follow the links at
the top right of this page.

Taking into account the speculative
applications we and our neighbouring
parishes are seeing, we continue to work with
Fulmer, Wexham and Farnham Royal parish
councils to see how we can support each
other. We are currently working alongside
Wexham Parish Council regarding the
proposal for development at Pinewood
Nurseries and the Wexham Golf Club.

Parish Council website

For details of all council meetings, services
and initiatives, announcements, village
information and events calendar.

www.stokepogesparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Stoke Poges Newsflash

Sign up for news and information by email.

www.stokepogesparishcouncil.gov.uk/newsflash

Communication via Stoke Poges News, our
website and our Newsflash emails

Stoke Poges News (this publication) is our
main way of communicating with the village
other than noticeboards and social media, in
addition to our website and our weekly
Newsflash email service. We have been able to
utilise this at short notice when dealing with
time sensitive news or planning applications.
You can sign up by following the link above.

Noticeboards

We have four noticeboards in the village.
They are located:

e outside the Parish Clerk’s Office in the
lobby inside the Village Centre;

* outside the Village Centre on Rogers Lane;
* on Bells Hill Green;

¢ at Tubwell Stores on Tubwell Road.




Proposals to develop Pinewood Nurseries

Councillors Carter and Crocker met with
representatives of ACRE and Turley who wish
to redevelop Pinewood Nurseries on Wexham
Street by “transforming this previously
developed brownfield site into a high-quality
employment destination.” To clarify, the site
is not brownfield, but is classified as grey
belt.

The site lies to the north-west of Wexham
Park Hospital and is accessed from Wexham
Street. It currently comprises of clusters of
industrial buildings, service yards and areas
of open storage. The developer believes there
is an opportunity to bring the land into more
effective use and improve the overall
appearance of the area.

To facilitate this, ACRE intends to submit two
applications to Buckinghamshire Council
seeking flexible outline planning permission
for industrial and logistics uses (use classes
B2/B8) and/or a data centre, allowing the
final form of development to respond to
market demand.

Visit www.corewexhamstreet.com for further
details on the proposals.

The Parish Council made its concerns known
very strongly, and did correct the developer
as the site is grey belt and not brownfield and
definitely located in Buckinghamshire and not
London!

Once an application is submitted, we will
work on a response and publish it via our
Newsflash emails and on our website.

Proposals to develop Wexham Golf Club

Hawridge Land is bringing forward proposals
for new homes across two parcels of land that
currently form part of the golf course at
Wexham Golf Club, and are inviting feedback
from the wider local community.

www.wexhamgrange-gallionspark.co.uk

This will consist of up to 700 new homes
across two separate outline planning
applications, with around 450 homes on the
eastern parcel (Wexham) and around 250
homes on the western parcel (Stoke Poges).
The Parish Council and our unitary
councillors have serious concerns regarding
this application and the scale of development
currently being proposed in and around Stoke
Poges. We are taking professional planning
advice and are working closely with Wexham
Parish Council and our MP, Joy Morrissey.

In our discussions with Hawridge Land they
maintained that any new occupants are likely
to look to Slough for infrastructure including
doctors and schools. We refuted this strongly
as we do not believe that a developer can
second guess where people choose to shop or
go. There will also be constraints set by
catchment areas for GPs and schools. Their
assumptions are, in our opinion, based on
theoretical plausibility and not hard data.

There are also wider concerns about the long
term impact on the character and identity of
our village. If all proposed developments
proceed, the gradual coalescence of Wexham
and Stoke Poges could erode the separation
between communities and significantly alter
the rural setting of the village.

The site under consideration forms an
important green buffer between Stoke Poges
and the urban expansion of Slough. Its loss
would have a harmful impact on the
openness and distinct character of the area.

We will continue to update you as and when
we have a clearer picture how new legislation
may affect our response. Once an application
is submitted, the Parish Council will consider
it and will publish our views — again on our
website and via Newsflash.

The South Buckinghamshire Golf Course

Many of you know that we are awaiting a
planning application to use the South



Buckinghamshire Golf Course site for a
world-class football academy by Wycombe
Wanderers Football Club.

Buckinghamshire Council and Wycombe
Wanderers Football Club have announced
their partnership, which they say will secure
the long-term future of the Farnham Park
Playing Fields and South Buckinghamshire
Golf Course as a flagship sporting hub for the
community. Their vision includes:

* Developing a multi-sports hub with
modern, inclusive facilities.

Building a new artificial sports pitch for
community use.

A football training centre and academy on
the northern side of the existing 18-hole
golf course.

Managing and renovating the golf course; it
may be reconfigured to a 9 or 12 hole
layout instead of the current 18, to make it
more flexible and appeal to a wider
audience.

Refurbishing the club house and golf
facilities, plus upgrading training facilities
on the playing fields.

The club held four consultation dates and
invited the public to comment on these
proposals.

The Parish Council has maintained
communications with the club so we can
better understand what might be coming our
way. According to talks held between the club
and Buckinghamshire Council, the main
entrance to the site will be via Park Road and
the existing public footpath will need to be
re-routed. All of the above is subject to
planning approval, which we believe will be
submitted imminently.

Some local residents who are not in
agreement with these proposals have formed
a task force to look into these proposals
further. You may want to visit their website at

www.greenspacetaskforce.org for more
information.

The Parish Council has expressed its concerns
to the club and will continue to work with
our planning consultant to make
representation. We will publish our views
once an application is submitted.

Buckinghamshire Council’s Local Plan

We continue to work to understand what
Buckinghamshire Council’s stance is
regarding development in and around Stoke
Poges.

They have now released the next stage of
their draft Local Plan, which will guide where
new homes, employment, infrastructure and
other development will take place across the
county until 2045. This is the final public
consultation before the plan is submitted to
an independent inspector for examination.

The Local Plan matters to Stoke Poges
because it will influence planning decisions
for many years to come. It will determine
where development is directed, how much
land is protected, and what infrastructure
should accompany future growth.

For Stoke Poges, the plan has particular
significance because it includes proposals
affecting land in and around the parish,
including parts of the Green Belt. The draft
plan says that it is concentrating the majority
of development towards the north of the
county. By doing this, there will need to be
infrastructure provided. Just because most of
the development will be in the north it does
not mean that we are protected in the south
from speculative or windfall development
which will not need to provide infrastructure,
which is worrying.

The Parish Council is carefully reviewing the
plan and will submit detailed representations
to help protect the character of our village,
our Green Belt, heritage assets, wildlife, local
services and infrastructure. Residents are also



encouraged to read the plan and submit their
own comments. Individual representations
are considered by the Planning Inspector and
can make an important contribution to the
examination process.

If you wish to comment, your representation
must be submitted by 6th September 2026.
Full details of the Draft Local Plan and how to
respond are available on Buckinghamshire
Council’s consultation website.

The Parish Council will continue to keep
residents informed as the Local Plan
progresses through the examination process.

Stoke Green Conservation Area

As reported in the last issue, we have agreed
with Buckinghamshire Council to review the
Stoke Green Conservation Area with the hope
we can increase cover to areas that are
potentially under threat. Most of the work has
been done, so we now have to go through a
statutory consultation processes. We will
notify you of the relevant dates once we have
them.

Ongoing roadworks in the area

Residents will be aware of the ongoing
disruptive roadworks in and around Stoke
Poges. We have been informed that these
works form part of major infrastructure
improvements to support data centres located
on the Slough Trading Estate. This includes
the construction of a new substation on the
borders of Uxbridge and Iver. As a result,
extensive works have been taking place across
the local road network, including in the Ivers
and parts of Fulmer (Alderbourne), with
cabling running beneath railway lines and the
M25.

The Parish Council fully recognises the
inconvenience these works are causing to our
community, particularly given the already
challenging condition of some local roads.
Further disruption is expected. We will

continue to provide updates as more
information becomes available.

During discussions with OCU (who are
undertaking the work), we raised the
question of whether any form of community
benefit could be secured in light of the
ongoing disruption. We are now engaged in
conversations to explore potential projects
that could bring lasting value to our
residents. Details will be shared once these
proposals are confirmed. While it is not
formally the responsibility of the Parish
Council to negotiate such matters (this falls
under Buckinghamshire Council), we believe
it is important to advocate on behalf of our
residents.

We understand that news of more roadworks
will be unwelcome. However, it is important
to note that the government has classified
data centres as critical national infrastructure,
placing them on a similar footing to utilities.
The Parish Council will continue to keep
residents informed as further updates become
available, and a roadworks round-up for
Stoke Poges is published in our weekly
Newsflash emails.

Stoke Poges Community Hub

This monthly community group provides
workshops and information from guest
speakers on topics connected to health and
wellbeing.

The hub is a collaboration between Stoke
Poges Parish Council, Threeways Surgery and
NHS Buckinghamshire, and there is an
opportunity to speak confidentially to staff if
preferred. Please feel free to pop along and
have a cuppa.

Dates for the rest of the year are Thursdays
17th September, 15th October, 19th
November and 17th December, meeting from
10.30am to 12 noon in The Club Room at
Stoke Poges Village Centre, Rogers Lane,
Stoke Poges SL2 4LP.



Remembrance Day

We will be marking Remembrance Day on
11th November at the flagpole on Bells Hill
Green. More information will be publicised
on our noticeboards, on the Parish Council
website, on social media and in Newsflash.

Carols on the Green

This year’s Carols on the Green is on Saturday
28th November from 6pm to 8pm in the car
park at the Village Centre on Rogers Lane. It
is a great way to start the festive season and
is a long-standing village tradition bringing
our village together.

If you wish to have a stall at this event, email
cllrcarter@stokepogesparishcouncil.gov.uk for
more information.

Thames Water and SSE emergency contacts

If you require extra support due to disabilities
or health conditions, you may be eligible to
sign up to free priority services from utility
suppliers. These services can offer benefits
like receiving bills in preferred formats, plus
emergency contacts and support with checks
on your wellbeing during outages or other
emergencies.

For Thames Water, you can register by calling
0800 009 3652 or by visiting
www.thameswater.co.uk/help/get-extra-help/
priority-services

For SSE, you can register by calling 0800 294
3259 or by visiting www.ssen.co.uk/power-
cuts-emergencies/priority-services

Parking enforcement

Buckinghamshire Council has now outsourced
parking enforcement to Apcoa. After many
discussions, we have agreement that officers
will be sent out at key times during the school
term. Tickets have been issued, and the
Parish Council will continue to work with
officers and monitor the data.

Fireworks in public spaces

As the fireworks season approaches, we're
often asked about the law surrounding
fireworks in parks and other public spaces.

In England, it is illegal to set off or throw
fireworks in a street or other public place,
including parks, pavements, roads and other
publicly accessible areas. Fireworks should
only be used on private property with the
permission of the landowner. Anyone using
fireworks illegally may face an unlimited fine,
imprisonment for up to six months, or both.
Police may also issue a £90 fixed penalty
notice for certain offences.

Organised displays in public parks generally
require the permission of the landowner
(usually the local authority) and must comply
with relevant safety and event requirements.

If you witness fireworks being used illegally
or dangerously in a public place, you can
report it to the police by calling 101. If there
is an immediate risk to people or property,
call 999.

How to report a dangerous dog

It is a criminal offence to allow a dog to be
dangerously out of control. This applies if a
dog injures someone, causes a person to fear
injury, or attacks another animal in
circumstances where someone fears they may
be injured by intervening.

If you encounter a dog that is dangerously
out of control, call 101, or 999 if there is an
immediate risk to life or a crime is in
progress. Non-emergency reports can also be
made through the Thames Valley Police
website.

www.thamesvalley.police.uk/advice/advice-
and-information/ac/animal-crime



GARDENS

Grade | listed gardens of
unique design and beauty.

Plots and gardens are available for the
interment of cremated remains in formal
gardens and naturalistic parkland settings.

Guided walks for groups by appointment.

buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Rooms for hire at

Stoke Poges Village Centre

We have a range of spaces ideal for events
such as meetings, classes, celebrations,
performances and children’s parties.

Special party rates are available, with
additional discounts for Stoke Poges
residents and Social Club members.

Find out more at

www.stoke-poges-centre.org.uk

Registered charity number 300336




Sunshine Corner Pre-school
Water play kept
the heat at bay

The second half of the summer
term seemed to fly by at Sunshine
Corner.

We took advantage of all the sporting
tournaments happening and focused on
different sports throughout the term,
including golf, cricket, rugby, tennis and
athletics. With a big focus on the World Cup,
we of course looked at football - it sadly
didn’t come home again, but the children
really enjoyed talking about it, their favourite
players and playing football with their
friends.

The hot weather proved very challenging for
us. With the support of the Village Centre
trustees, who made the air-conditioned main
hall available to us as often as they could, and
lots of water play we managed to stay open
except for the hottest Friday of the year.

We didn’t allow the weather to stop our end
of term fun week either, and we held a mini-
Olympics, a bouncy castle day, a movie
afternoon, a pool party, an award ceremony,
a sports day and a leavers’ party. Lots of fun
was had by all the children. Saying goodbye
to our school leavers was very sad and we
will miss them, but they were all ready to
move on and we're sure they will all do really
well at school.

We look forward to welcoming new children
to Sunshine Corner and welcoming back our
younger children for the autumn term.

Meanwhile, our Baby and Toddler Group also
carried on through the heatwaves and had
some very busy weeks with lots of babies and
toddlers coming to play, some visiting for the
first time. They were very sociable sessions

A

i

where mums, dads, nannies and childminders
all came together to chat, have a cup of coffee
or tea and a biscuit and enjoy all the activities
Sandra and Michelle had planned. There was
painting, planting, icing biscuits and cakes
and many other creative activities alongside
lots of toys to play with. They also joined in
the World Cup excitement with football
activities. Everyone enjoyed being in the big
air-conditioned hall at the Village Centre
which gave them a break from the heat.

The group begins again after the summer
holidays, with lots more exciting activities.
Drop in on Thursday mornings from 9.15am
to 11.30am during term time and see what
they have planned for the autumn!

B [f you are interested in a space you can drop in to
see us at the Village Centre between 9am to 3pm
during the term, contact us on 01753 644 300,
drop us a WhatsApp on 07973 671 558 or send an
email to info@sunshinecornerpreschool.co.uk



Stoke Poges & Wexham
Women’s Institute

A funny thing
happened...

South Bucks Riding for
the Disabled Association

Keeping cool
in the woods

The ladies of our local WI have an
interesting autumn programme to
look forward to.

For our first meeting in the autumn, on
Wednesday 9th September, we have invited
Cally Foster for a talk entitled ‘A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to Retirement’ which
sounds very intriguing. In fact, she will be
telling us about her life of drama and masses
of mishaps.

On Wednesday 14th October, we will learn
how to be ‘GREAT - from the inside out’ in a
talk by our guest speaker Niki Hall. She runs
an image consultancy locally and will be
telling us how to pack a capsule wardrobe for
a weekend away and know what to take and
how to pack it. She will also be explaining
how to choose colours that suit us best.

Our annual general meeting will be held at
12 noon on Wednesday 11th November in the
Club Room, followed by a buffet lunch in the
Main Hall at 1pm. This is our opportunity to
reflect on the past year and decide on any
changes we need to make for 2027. It is also
an opportunity for new members to join the
committee.

B The Stoke Poges & Wexham Women’s Institute
meets at the Village Centre (unless otherwise
stated) on the second Wednesday of each month at
2.15pm and new members are always welcome.

You can find out more about the WI’s activities at
www.stoke-poges-centre.org.uk/wi

It’s been a busy summer at
South Bucks Riding for The
Disabled.

We’ve been enjoying gentle rides in the
woods where the shade has been most
welcome during the hot weather. Our team
has been working hard to keep our horses
and ponies cool and the horses were able to
relax under the shade of the trees when
turned out into our fields.

The welfare of our horses, participants,
staff and volunteers is so important and on
the very hot days we paused some lessons
to keep everyone safe. We will soon be
wrapping up warm for the autumn and
digging out our waterproofs!




In May, a merry band of riders, staff and
volunteers took part in The RDA Fancy Dress
Class at Royal Windsor Horse Show. The
theme was ‘Space’ and we had a great time
creating our ‘Ziggy Stardust, Spiders from
Mars’ costumes and soaking up the
atmosphere of Windsor. We were awarded
second place and had a wonderful day.

A number of riders also attended the RDA
South Region Qualifiers in May and seven
riders qualified for the RDA National
Championships in July. It was a wonderful
weekend at Hartpury University and College
in Gloucestershire and we are very proud of
our riders Anna, Thomas (Class Champion),
Sam, Elish, Mya, Harry and Teagan, and of
course our fabulous horses Chequers, Harpa
and Duke.

We are always grateful for our community
supporting us. Currently we are focussing on
finding some new horses and ponies to add to
our team, either to purchase or loan, so if you
have any contacts please do get in touch.

We are also in need of volunteers on
Tuesdays, Saturday afternoons and Sunday
mornings. Our volunteers help to get the

horses and ponies ready for lessons, lead and
side walk and help around the yard too.

We've also had some fantastic corporate
groups join us for team building days. Teams
from Biffa, KP Snacks and Virgin Media O2
have recently joined us to paint fences, weed
fields and generally help with maintenance
around the yard.

B Call 01753 662 796, visit www.southbucksrda.org
or email enquiries@southbucksrda.org.uk for more
information.
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Stoke Poges Singers
Getting back
into the rhythm

After a break over the school
summer holidays, Stoke Poges
Singers returned to rehearsals for
a new season of performances.

As the nights start to draw in and
temperatures drop and the heatwaves of
summer are a (fond?) memory, it is good to
get back to the rhythm of regular Thursday
night choir practice and the excitement of
learning a different repertoire.

New members to the choir are welcome at
any time, but this is an especially good
moment to join as we lead up to our winter
and Christmas concerts. Rehearsals
recommence on 3rd September at St
Andrew’s, Stoke Poges. You don’t necessarily
have to have any previous experience in a
choir but just enjoy ‘Singing for Pleasure’. Do
come along and give us a try!

Our Winter Concert on Saturday 21st
November is ‘British Choral Classics through
the Ages’. This will showcase the great
tradition of choral writing by British

composers in a compilation of works from the
16th century by William Byrd and Thomas
Tallis, through to modern day writers
including John Rutter and Karl Jenkins. There
is no shortage of other great music to choose
from the five centuries in between, and there
will certainly be some Handel, Elgar, Parry,
Vaughn Williams, Britten and Holst.

Our Family Carol Concert will be held on the
afternoon of Saturday 12th December. This is
great way to start the festivities with all ages
welcome in an informal concert of choir and
audience carols, with mince pies and mulled
wine accompaniment.

Regular attendees at our concerts will know
that our three main events each year are in
support of nominated local charities and good
causes, with all ticket and raffle prize sales on
the night being donated to the charity. In
order to do this, the choir has to raise its own
funds to cover the costs of rehearsals, music
hire, professional fess to musicians etc. One
such fundraiser is our annual Quiz Night,
which this year is being held on Saturday
17th October. This is always a fun night for



regular or first-time quizzers, and your
support would be greatly appreciated.

At our last concert, we were delighted to
support the charity Horatio’s Garden.
Representatives from the charity described
how they build and look after extraordinary
gardens in the heart of NHS spinal injury
centres, for the benefit of patients facing
long-term rehabilitation from life-changing
injuries. Despite temperatures over 30
degrees, the ‘Stars of Stage and Screen’
concert was well supported and the familiar
songs were much enjoyed by the audience. It
felt very appropriate singing the final medley
of Mamma Mia! highlights in conditions more
like a Greek island than Stoke Poges!

W Tickets for all SPS events are available at
www.ticketsource.co.uk/stokepogessingers

For more information, please visit
www.stokepogessingers.org.uk

If you are interested in joining the choir please use
the contact form on the website, or email
info@stokepogessingers.org.uk

Stoke Common
The impact of
dry summers

At the time of writing, the
country is in its fourth heatwave
of the year, sparking another
series of heat-health alerts.

But these concerns are not restricted to
humans; there are similar concerns for the
ancient trees at Burnham Beeches and the
lowland heath habitat at Stoke Common.

Buckinghamshire has lost around 80% of its
lowland heath — one of the rarest habitats in
the world, rarer even than tropical rainforest
— and Stoke Common is the largest area of
heathland in south Buckinghamshire.

Typically, this habitat type has a long history
of management and acidic, nutrient poor
soils, allowing only plants adapted to these
conditions to thrive. Similarly, the fauna
found is adapted to the specific conditions

Fire crews in attendance on West Common in early 2022



and, because of the rarity of the habitat, these
species also tend to be rare: Dartford warbler,
nightjar, hobby, smooth snake, sand lizard,
silver-studded blue butterfly and potter wasp
are all species of lowland heath, some of
which are found at Stoke Common.

Heathland is also a carbon sink, absorbing
and locking up carbon dioxide and helping to
mitigate against climate change. Wet areas
with sphagnum moss are particularly
important for laying down peat, which
potentially locks away carbon for centuries.

One of the most severe risks of drought to
heathland is fire. Residents of Stoke Poges
and Fulmer, particularly those who have lived
in the area for some years, will be all too
aware of the potential fire risk to heathland —
the most recent large fire in the 1990s, and
two smaller ones in the past few years
highlight the continuing risk.

However, even if wildfires are avoided, the
risk of hot dry periods to the heathland
habitat still exist. A report written by Kew for
the House of Lords Environment and Climate
Change Committee states that drought not
only reduces the ability of soils to store
carbon but “can weaken key soil organisms,
including mycorrhizal fungi, disrupting
nutrient availability and further reducing
plant drought tolerance”. This can lead to the
loss of sensitive heathland species.

For example, whilst older heather plants can
tolerate some drought, their young seedlings
have shallower roots and are consequently
more vulnerable. If the young plants don’t
grow there will be open patches of soil which
are then exposed to the erosive forces of wind
and rain. Whilst some bare patches are
required for ground nesting birds and basking

A pine tree succumbs to the drought

reptiles, larger scale loss of ground cover
would be a problem for the whole heathland
community. Additionally, the report states
that droughts followed by waterlogging can
cause oxygen depletion in soils, disrupting
soil micro-organisms and increasing methane
emissions, exacerbating the problems of
‘greenhouse gas’.

When a dry heath is exposed to excessive
nitrogen (through pollution), conditions can
be favourable for fast growing grasses which
can outcompete the slower growing
heathland species and, over time, turn the
habitat from heathland to something more
grass dominated, losing its value to the rare
heathland species.

Already this year, the ponds on Stoke
Common are dry and some trees have already
succumbed to the dry conditions — such as the
dead pine pictured above. Whilst we are
clearly unable to control the weather, careful
management is essential and makes a huge



difference. Since taking ownership of the
common in 2007, the City of London’s team
has restored the heathland, removing dense
areas of birch and gorse and, in the process,
reducing the fire risk.

Grazing also helps by controlling the more
aggressive grasses and trees, keeping areas
open and helping to maintain firebreaks.

Where a more defined open area is required
(such as the Vine Road and Windmill Hill
firebreaks), the team of rangers has a mowing
programme to cut the low vegetation and
prevent scrub encroachment.

As a visitor you can also help by:

* Keeping yourself and your dog(s) to the
paths to avoid causing more erosion and
wildlife disturbance.

* Not lighting fires or barbecues or carelessly
discarding lit cigarettes or litter. Even

bonfires on your own property are a
hazard, as the huge fire at Hedgerley a few
years ago demonstrated.

* Calling 999 immediately if you see a fire
and notifying us on 01753 647 358.

¢ Joining the Friends of Stoke Common
volunteers — call the number above for
details.

 Supporting the work of the Burnham
Beeches charity by donating.

Through our management plans and public
support, we can buffer Stoke Common and its
communities of rare species against the worst
of climate change.

B Become a conservation volunteer and make an
impact — email friendsofstokecommon@gmail.com
for details on how to get involved.

Stoke Poges United Charity &

Stoke Poges Hastings Community Fund

Grants offered for people or organisations

» Critical Repairs for the home

* Energy bills

* FE and Apprenticeship support
» School Uniforms & Supplies

)29 273003

Robb 07415 372471

* Essential household appliances
and furniture
» Equipment for disabled & people

in poor health (including respite)

{ch

Anne 01753 520646

Susan 01753 646582

www.stokepogescharities.uk




WATKINS (lar Sales Ltd

We have moved out of the garage at
Bells Hill but we are still in business
and here to serve you, on the same
phone number and email address.

Zuality low mileage ased cars. Moot makes i otock
Mercedes - BMW — Mini — Audi — Jaguar — Vauxhall - Ford — Rover
Honda — Mazda — Toyota — Nissan — Citroen — Renault — Peugeot — Fiat

Part exchange welcome
We also buy quality used cars

Workshop - Servicing all makes of cars and vans
Engine rebuilds — Gearbox — Clutches — Brakes — Electrics

Tel: 01753 642220

Mob: 07850 683647
email: jw@watkinscarsales.com
www.watkinscarsales.co.uk



Stoke Poges, Wexham & Fulmer Horticultural Society

A wonderful day
in the sunshine

The run-up to this year’s Summer
Show proved challenging for
gardeners.

Weeks of hot weather and drought conditions
left many wondering whether there would be
enough entries for the competitions. Despite
these difficulties, the day turned out to be a
tremendous success, with a wonderful range
of entries and a fantastic turnout — another
wonderful reminder of what can be achieved
when a community comes together.

The showground soon filled with families,
friends and neighbours, all enjoying
everything the Summer Show had to offer.
Even with the soaring temperatures, it was
lovely to see so many people making the most
of the day. There was a real buzz around the
show from start to finish.

The marquee was opened by a visiting panda,
and everyone was treated to an impressive
display of exhibits. The standard was
exceptionally high, making the judges’ task
far from easy. From beautiful flowers and
home-grown produce to baking, crafts and
photography, there was something to admire
wherever you looked. Many congratulations
to all our worthy winners and to everyone
who entered. Every exhibit contributed to a
wonderful showcase of local talent and
creativity.

This year also saw the introduction of a new
feature in our programme — the Gardeners’
Q&A, hosted by Society Chair Maureen
Barton, Vice-Chair Rich Huckle, and our guest
judge, JP Carter. A wide variety of gardening
questions were put to the panel, all answered
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with knowledge, thought and experience...
and sometimes a healthy difference of
opinon! The session proved extremely
popular, and we’re delighted to say it will
become a regular feature of our future shows.

The entertainment added to the relaxed and
friendly atmosphere, with the Marlow Town
Band providing a fantastic selection of music
throughout the afternoon. It was a pleasure
to see so many people sitting in the sunshine,
chatting with friends and neighbours, and
enjoying the music — a perfect picture of
village life at its very best.

This year’s theme celebrated the remarkable
Sir David Attenborough, and once again our
local schools amazed us with their
imaginative scarecrow creations. Each school
interpreted the theme in its own unique way,
with creativity and attention to detail evident
in every display. Visitors spent time admiring
the entries and choosing their favourites.

Congratulations to Wexham Court Primary
School, winners of this year’s School Cup, and
to Stoke Poges School, winners of the Potato

Jon Homan (President Emeritus), Maureen Barton (Chair),
His Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire
The Countess Howe, Ruth Rooley (President) and Earl Howe

Growing Competition. It has been a pleasure
to visit both schools and see the wonderful
gardens they have created. The enthusiasm
shown by the children and the way they
engage with gardening and the natural
environment is truly inspiring.

We were very pleased to welcome our guest
of honour, His Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant for
Buckinghamshire The Countess Howe, who

presented the prizes at the conclusion of the
show.

Of course, events like this do not happen by
magic. Behind the scenes is an incredible
team of volunteers who generously give up
their time before, during and after the show
to ensure everything runs smoothly. From
erecting gazebos and organising exhibits to
serving refreshments, stewarding, clearing
away and returning on Sunday to complete
the final tidy-up, every helping hand makes a
real difference.



To each and every volunteer, thank you. You
are the people who make our Summer Show
the success it is. Your generosity, enthusiasm
and willingness all help to ensure our
community can continue to enjoy this very
special annual event. On behalf of the entire
committee, we offer our sincere thanks.

And although another Summer Show has
come to an end, there is still plenty to look
forward to. We hope you will join us at our
forthcoming events and continue to support
the society.

On Wednesday 16th September, we will be
joined for a talk by returning speaker Sandy
Primrose. Meanwhile, our Autumn Social
with an informal table show competition will
be held on Wednesday 14th October. Both
events will take place at 8pm at The Stoke
Poges School. Entry is free for members, but
guests are welcome for a small donation.

We hope to see many familiar faces — and
perhaps a few new ones too. Our membership
year has just begun, so now is the perfect
time to join or renew. Please check our
website for membership benefits and further
details about everything that we have
planned for the autumn months.

Finally, all our members are invited to our
annual general meeting at 2pm on Saturday
14th November in Stoke Poges Village Hall.

B Visit www.hortsoc.org for the latest information on
upcoming events and how to become a member of
the society.

1Nick Milne Garden Services
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BucksVision

Exercise - the best medicine
for the body, mind and soul

BucksVision South East Division
gets their members moving again.

Inactivity is a growing modern problem.
Work, household chores, shopping and other
necessary activities are far less demanding
than for previous generations as we rely on
cars, machines and technology to make our
lives easier.

Even without a visual impairment, we move
around less and burn off less energy than we
used to. Latest evidence, as outlined in the
‘See Sport Differently’ report from RNIB,
shows that blind and partially sighted people
are twice as likely to be inactive. There is a
very clear desire from people with sight loss
to be more active. However, accessibility,
cost, confidence and transportation are all
key barriers to accessing sport and physical
activity for blind and partially sighted people.

BucksVision South East Division meets
multiple times a month and combines
opportunities to interact and build new
relationships along with being active and
participating in physical experiences.

We are committed to reducing social isolation
for people living with sight loss and offer a
range of activities to appeal to different
interests. Flexibility can be provided to
members of the group, for example, if they
would prefer to go for a guided walk instead
of attending the group session. Another
example of keeping active includes our
fabulous singing coach who ensures dance
actions are included for those who wish to
participate.

Frequent trips and walks are organised
throughout the year which provide a fantastic

chance to experience a change of scenery — be
it exploring a garden centre or visiting the
shops.

A recent excursion to Black Park was a
wonderful afternoon in the sunshine
surrounded by nature. Members, paired with
a personal sight guide, chose a route suited to
their ability, mindful of mobility concerns as
well as the environment. Our volunteers are
all trained to use audio and sight guiding
skills which make challenging environments
safe, accessible and welcoming. This
dedicated support helps build deep
relationships of trust, empathy, and mutual
understanding across the group.

The recent heatwaves have been a challenge,
but. St Andrew’s Hall (where our Stoke Poges
Club meets) is a large, airy space with plenty
of shade down one elevation of windows. In
July, we were able to offer our members a
mini-indoor sports day, despite the heat. The
afternoon was great fun with a lot of
laughter, and a healthy bit of competition,
showing that exercise is good but exercising
with friends is even better!

BucksVision South East Division helps people
with sight conditions live positive lives by
offering support at every stage of sight loss.
Our members enjoy safe transport to clubs,
dedicated sight guiding and vibrant social
events to connect, share experiences, and
learn new skills.

B Contact the local BucksVision South East Division
team by email to southeastbv@gmail.com or call
01753 373 638 to find out more about our
services, meetings or volunteering opportunities.



The Stoke Poges Society
This chapter
draws to a close

For the last three years, the
history of our village has been
recounted in the pages of Stoke
Poges News.

But does our increasingly diverse and ever-
changing community have less interest in our
local heritage? This is a question prompted by
the uncertain future of The Stoke Poges
Society, which faces dissolution through a
lack of volunteers willing to serve on its
committee. By the time you read this, after
the annual general meeting in August, the
society may no longer exist.

As we publish the final chapter, Stoke Poges
News sends sincere thanks to Harvey Whittam
for compiling and documenting this history
for us all to read.

If you have missed a part, you can find back
issues on the Parish Council website.

K.J Electrical

v’ Extra Sockets v Lighting
v" Immersion Heaters
v" Replacement Fuse Boxes
v Testing & Inspection v" Fault Finding

LOCAL + NO JOB TOO SMALL
RELIABLE & LONG ESTABLISHED

Call 07914 069 702

History of Stoke Poges:
Part Twelve

The history of Stoke Poges from the end
of the Second World War to the close of
the twentieth century could easily fill a
book. The village’s population grew
substantially, contemporary events are
well documented and many residents
still have fascinating stories to tell.

Rather than attempting a
comprehensive history, this article
highlights some of the places and
developments that had the greatest
impact on village life.

Schooling changes

The post-war years saw the
establishment of two notable private
schools in Stoke Poges.

Halidon House School, originally
founded in Slough in 1865, relocated to
Framewood Manor on Framewood
Road in 1948. The school closed in
1983, largely because of falling pupil
numbers, and three years later the
manor was converted into residential
flats.

Derelict Larchmoor Park School,
with an empty swimming pool



Larchmoor Park School, a pioneering
residential school for predominantly deaf
and hard-of-hearing children, was officially
opened by Queen Elizabeth II in 1967.
Operated by the Royal National Institute
for Deaf People, it gained an excellent
reputation before eventually closing in
1981, also due to declining pupil numbers.

State education changed significantly
during this period. The County Middle
School opened in the late 1960s on the site
now occupied by The Stoke Poges School.
Until then, children receiving state
education attended the school in School
Lane.

The first and middle schools merged in
1996, although the infant pupils did not
fully transfer to the Rogers Lane site until
2003.

Death, fear and tragedy strikes

Four events made national headlines.
Three were quite horrific.

In the 1970s, a serial murderer and
kidnapper called Donald Neilson — labelled
‘The Black Panther’ — brought fear. The
local newspapers had stories of him
possibly on Stoke Common and the
woodland across to Fulmer and Gerrards
Cross. There were reported sightings of
him in the locality and surveillance for
him.

A most tragic event occurred in 1985,
which has paved the way for strict safety
guidelines relating to school trips. Stoke
Poges Middle School children were on a
school-organised holiday, when four boys
died after being swept out to sea at Land’s
End. The inquest verdict was ‘death by
misadventure’. Two teachers resigned.

In 1987, the body of Shani Warren, a
Stoke Poges resident, was found in Taplow

Lake. She was referred to in the media as
‘The Lady in the Lake’. Early in the police
investigation, a Home Office pathologist
expert reported to police that it could have
been a suicide. The pathologist’s opinions
have since been completely discredited,
and in 2022, Donald Robertson was
convicted of the murder.

Making the national news in 1964 was the
iconic golf scene involving cheating, where
James Bond won a golf match at Stoke
Park golf course in the film Goldfinger.

Shopping developments

After WWII, the shops on Bells Hill were
very popular. The buildings were
demolished in the late 1960s to make way
for a shopping centre. In addition to a
good variety of shops, there was a post
office, a bank, a hairdressers’, a library and
toilets.

It wasn’t until the 2000s that the site was
demolished for what we see today —
without as many facilities. Especially
upsetting to many was the absence of a
new library.

Big businesses move in and out

In 1948, following the death of Lady
Duncan, Sefton Park estate was bought by
Glaxo. It was their virus vaccines research
and production centre. Employees
benefitted from fine sports facilities to the
south of the buildings. In the early 1980s,
Glaxo moved out and other companies
have since used the site, such as GEC
(General Electric Company) and Hitachi
Data Systems.

Another large residential home, Holly
House in Hollybush Hill, is now the site of
the Pioneer Secondary Academy. Fulmer
Research Institute (FRI) used the house
and had buildings built in the grounds.



Demolition of Holly House in 1992

In 1945, FRI was the first contract research
organisation in the UK. It undertook
important projects and services for
industry and government in materials
technology, physics and chemistry, until
1990. Thereafter, for over a decade,
Pioneer had its UK headquarters there,
before closing due to a restructuring of the
company.

Stoke Court into the 1950s had become
abandoned and was in a poor state of
repair. It was bought in 1958 by Miles
Laboratories, an American pharmaceutical
giant best known for Alka-Seltzer. It was
totally transformed and modernised, and
became their UK headquarters and a
research laboratory. In 1978, the German
conglomerate Bayer AG, known also for
pharmaceuticals, acquired the company.

Stoke Court was partially destroyed by fire in 1979

In the winter of 1979, a huge fire swept
through much of Stoke Court. An
impressive restoration took place, thanks
to a good insurance policy. Bayer sold it in
the 2000s.

Recreational facilities were available for
employees at many of these larger
businesses. Also, after the early 1950s,
staff working at the Imperial Chemical
Industries (ICI) Paints Division in Slough,
were able to use the conference and sports
facilities at Duffield House in Stoke Green.
The site was sold in the mid-2010s.

Small hamlets to a semi-urban sprawl and
the protection of green spaces

Nowadays, in planning and administrative
terms, Stoke Poges is regarded as a semi-
rural village. Yet in terms of physical
development, it has many characteristics of
semi-urban sprawl. This is largely due to
the post-WWII housing developments off
the main north-south roads.

In the south of the parish, Stoke Green saw
few new buildings but became a ‘rat-run’
for vehicles and areas for parking after
Wexham Park Hospital officially opened in
1965. In the north, Stoke Common was
designated as a Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) in 1972, thereby preventing
building on it.

The Eton Rural District Council and the
Mobbs family took action to preserve some
of the green spaces in the village. 1956
saw the creation of the Mobbs Memorial
Trust (MMT) by Sir Noel Mobbs, The Lord
of the Manor of Stoke Poges. This
philanthropic trust has donated massive
amounts of money for the benefit of the
local public over the years. In 1958, Stoke
Park was sold by Sir Noel Mobbs to the
District Council. He died the following
year, aged 79.



In 1963, Stoke Place was bought from the
Howard-Vyse family, following the death
the previous year of Major General

Sir Richard Howard-Vyse. It had been in
the ownership of his family for 200 years.
In 1987, the District Council created the
conservation areas of Stoke Park and Stoke
Green. The freeholds of both Stoke Place
and Stoke Park are now held by
Buckinghamshire Council.

Undoubtedly, the most major action of the
Mobbs family was the gift of a vast area of
land which now forms the Farnham Park
playing fields and most of the South
Buckinghamshire golf course. By that time,
Sir Noel’s grandson, Sir Nigel, was heavily
involved in the running of the MMT. He
was a staunch preservationist and was the
Lord Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire
(1997-2005).

The land was transferred to the council by
the Eton Rural District Council Act of
Parliament, 1971, specifically stating it is
for the maintenance and improvement of
the physical wellbeing of persons resident
in the rural district of Eton and adjoining
areas. It does not allow for private
businesses to take it over and prevent,
wholly or partially, the public from using
the land for recreation. Part of what is now
the South Buckinghamshire Golf Course

The abandoned Repton Bridge at
Stoke Park has since been restored

had been the ladies’ 9-hole course of Stoke
Poges Golf Club. It had never recovered
fully from the war effort when it had been
ploughed and farmed as part of ‘Dig For
Victory’ — one of the Second World War’s
most successful propaganda campaigns.

The District Council bought additional
land to turn it into an 18-hole course,
which opened in 1980. It became known
to many golfers as one of the best public
golf courses in the south of England. It is
now under significant threat of huge
change and loss of green space.

The changes to Stoke Poges were most
prolific in the late 20th century. Yet
historians in a century or two may be
writing about huge housing developments
this century, changing a village into part of
London. It is hoped, therefore, that a few
acres of land in the shape of the Memorial
Gardens, Stoke Poges Church and Gray’s
Field will remain legally and culturally
preserved to remain ‘for ever’ as a piece of
rural England.

2 Harvey Whittam
Chairman, The Stoke Poges Society




caring for our community.....

Pharmacists
Mr Baljit Singh Bahra MRPharmS

We are open

Mon - Fri 8.45am - 1.00pm

2.00pm - 6.30pm
Saturday 8.45am - 1.00pm
Sunday Closed

Unit 2 Giles House,
Bells Hill Green, Stoke Poges SL2 4EW

Telephone: 01753 645464
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HYSIOTHERAPISTS

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

Q

A full range of NOW AT SOUTHMEAD CLINIC
physiotherapy is available (behind Southmead Surgery)
including post-operative Blackpond Lane
rehabilitation, joint Farnham Common
mobilisations, soft tissue Buckinghamshire
techniques, exercise SL2 3ER
advice, acupuncture, Southmead Clinic has on-site parking

massage, electrotherapy

Self-pay (no doctor referral needed) and
and shockwave therapy

insured patients are welcome

For an appointment m
01753 664114 sbp@uwelub.net registered

wihepe-ukon

www.southbucksphysio.co.uk




Threeways Surgery
Working together
for better health

Claire Martinez, a member of the
Nursing Team at Threeways
Surgery, shares an update.

Throughout 2026, we have been developing
new ways to promote health and wellbeing,
both within the practice and across our local
community. Our aim is to provide patients
with practical information and support that
empowers them to make informed decisions
about their health, improve wellbeing and
access the right services when they need
them.

Listening to your feedback

Earlier this year, I developed and launched an
anonymous patient survey, available at the
surgery and online through our social media
platforms. The survey was designed to gather
feedback from patients, families and carers to
help us better understand which health topics
matter most to our community. The responses
will help shape future health promotion
initiatives, ensuring we provide practical
advice that supports people to manage their
own health, reduce health risks, recognise
potential concerns early and help carers
access the support available to them. Paper
copies of the survey are also available from
the reception desk if you would like to share
your thoughts, ideas, and feedback. We
welcome your views and encourage you to
take part.

The feedback we have received so far has
been extremely valuable and is already
helping to guide our work. We are
collaborating with a range of external
healthcare professionals, making use of the
resources and expertise they have developed,

whilst also drawing on the diverse skills of
our own clinical team. This collaborative
approach helps ensure patients receive the
most appropriate support, recognising that in
many cases the best source of advice may be
another healthcare professional or
community service rather than a GP
appointment alone.

Community Hub

Back in May, I had the opportunity to deliver
a health promotion presentation at the
monthly Stoke Poges Community Hub
meeting, focusing on blood pressure. The
session covered the causes of high blood
pressure, the associated health risks and
simple lifestyle changes that can help improve
cardiovascular health. The presentation was
well received by the villagers who attended.

Threeways Surgery looks forward to
continuing to work alongside Stoke Poges
Parish Council, the Primary Care Network
and the many local organisations that attend
these events. By working together, we hope



to continue identifying local health priorities
and delivering health promotion that meets
the needs of our community.

New ways to communicate with patients

We have also strengthened the way we
communicate with our patients. Alongside
regular updates on Facebook and Instagram,
we have launched a new WhatsApp
Community Channel to provide patients and
local residents with another convenient way
to receive practice news, service updates,
health campaigns, and important
announcements.

WhatsApp Channels are designed with

privacy in mind. Followers cannot see each
other’s details or interact publicly, and your
phone number remains private at all times.

We would be delighted for you to join our
online community and stay up to date with
everything happening at the practice. Details
of all our social media platforms can be found
on the surgery website.

An improved telephone service
is coming soon

We will shortly be introducing an upgraded
telephone system to improve the way patients
access our services.

Patient Partner’s Virtual Care Navigator is an
NHS integrated automated telephone system
that acts as a virtual receptionist, enabling
patients to manage appointments, request
prescriptions and access information without
necessarily needing to speak to a member of
staff.

Importantly, this system is designed to
complement, not replace, our reception team.
Patients who need to speak with a member of
staff will still be able to do so. The new
system simply offers an additional option for
those who prefer to self-manage their
requests by telephone, particularly if they are
unable to access our online services.

Our telephone number will remain
unchanged, and we will share further
information before the new system goes live.

Between 1st January and 30th June 2026,
our team answered 10,189 telephone calls
and processed 13,098 triage requests.

Threeways currently experiences a
significantly higher demand for appointments
and patient enquiries than both the regional
and national averages. We receive 2,079
requests per 1,000 patients, compared with a
regional average of 1,148 and a national
average of 863 requests per 1,000 patients.

We hope this new system will improve access
to information, reduce waiting times, and
help patients access the right support more
quickly, while continuing to provide the
personal, high-quality service that our
patients value.

Meet the team

To help patients become more familiar with
the wide range of healthcare professionals
and administrative staff at Threeways
Surgery, we will soon be introducing a staff
photo board within the practice.

The board will include photographs of our
team members, along with their job titles,
making it easier for patients to identify who
they may see during their visit.

In the coming months, we will be sharing
staff updates, including introductions to new
members of both our leadership team and
wider practice team, along with information
about their roles and areas of expertise. We
hope this will help patients feel more
connected to the practice and develop a
greater understanding of the range of skills
and services available at Threeways Surgery.

W Visit the surgery website at
www.threewayssurgery.co.uk
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We've changed our nam
‘Newman & Son is now tradmb

H.J Newman
the same family, the same friendly service...
just a new name

We understand losing a loved one or close friend is an emotional time,
and as one of the few remaining family run funeral directors in Slough,
we pride ourselves on helping you through every step of the way

Funerals for all faiths and dominations

Here for you when you need us the most

Go 01753 524286

T www.hjnewman.co.uk

180 Stoke Road, Slough, SL2 5AS




Stoke Poges Players

From fictional murders

to flying without a licence

What’s next for the Stoke Poges
Players?

After wrapping up a spring season full of
staging fictional murders (nobody check our
Google search histories, please), we dived
straight into group training and winter
pantomime auditions. It was a whirlwind of
energy before we headed into our well-
earned summer break. After all, even cyborgs
need a recharge!

We also loved seeing so many of your lovely
faces at the Stoke Poges, Wexham and Fulmer
Horticultural Society’s Summer Show. Those
who dropped by our stall got the very first
exclusive scoop on our next big production.

We are absolutely thrilled to officially
announce that we will be flying off to
Neverland this winter, with the one and only
Peter Pan-tomime by Vincent Vinnie! (And
yes, we are currently figuring out how to
make people fly without violating our
insurance policy).

The pantomime runs for four spectacular
performances across 4th to 6th December,
including two matinées.

Booking opens on 1st September, so grab
your tickets before they vanish! Head over to
www.stokepogesplayers.org and use the code
EARLYBIRD at the checkout to get 15% off.
Snap them up quickly, as this magical
discount vanishes after 31st October 2026.




Have you ever had a sudden urge to dress up
as a pirate or a lost boy? If you fancy joining
in the fun, we are always looking for new
faces to join our theatrical family. There’s
plenty of opportunities for all ages and
experience levels. Whether you want to be
the star of the show, help us paint backdrops,
or just hold a clipboard and look important,
there is a spot for you. It’s the perfect way to
pick up a new hobby, escape your family for a
few hours a week, and make some genuinely
wonderful new friends. Come give our society
a try — we don’t bite (unless you forget your
lines).

Don't forget to hit follow on our social pages

to get the latest updates on our Peter Pan Tinker Bell and a band of pirates find
some shade at the Horticultural Show

rehearsals, ticket releases, and behind-the-
scenes sneak peeks. See you soon!

B You can get in touch by email to
stoke.poges.players@gmail.com or via direct
message on Facebook or Instagram.

Tuesday
GENESIS Juniors & Adults
\\”" /)’ MARTIAL ARTS (12yrs+)
6pm - 7:30pm

Kickboxing Classes

Stoke Poges Village Hall Wednesday
Dragons (4-8yrs)
S:30pm - 6:30pm

BOOK A FREE TRIAL SESSION
Eriday

www.genesis-ma.com Juniors (1N-15yrs)
6pm - 7pm
Whatsapp: 07716125815

Email: fitzroy(@genesis-ma.com Adults (1Byrs+)

7:15pm - Spm




Community Speedwatch
Tackling speeding
in Stoke Poges

Stoke Poges Photographic Club
Photographer
of the Year

Could you spare an hour to
volunteer with Stoke Poges
Community Speedwatch?

Speeding in the village is a concern for many
residents. A group of volunteers was set up in
2016 to support the police and encourage a
reduction in speed.

Community Speedwatch is a national scheme,
supported by Thames Valley Police (TVP),
which aims to increase public awareness of
speeding and improve safety and quality of
life for local communities. Volunteers from
Stoke Poges monitor the speed of traffic using
authorised equipment and then share details
of any speeding vehicles with TVP. Following
review of the data, TVP issues warning letters
to motorists and repeat offenders may receive
a visit by a police officer to discuss driving
behaviour.

Following online training and an on-site
induction session, volunteering with the
Community Speedwatch Group involves
taking part in roadside sessions, with two
operators setting up the camera and
supervising the site during a 60 minute
session. Speedwatch operators must be aged
18 or over.

Participation in sessions is flexible — so you
can make a regular commitment or simply
take part when it’s convenient for you.

B [f you would like to volunteer to assist with
Community Speedwatch activities in Stoke Poges,
email theclerk@stokepogesparishcouncil.gov.uk
and you will put you in touch with one of the
Speedwatch team.

At the end of every season, our
members’ best 12 scores for
their competition entries are
added up and whoever has the
most points is declared
‘Photographer of the Year’.

For the 2025-26 season, the title went to
Neil Griffin in the Advanced group and
Judy Giles in the Intermediate. Here are
two pictures for which they both scored 20.

‘The Fisherman’ by Judy Giles



The club takes a break from weekly meetings
during the summer months of June, July and
August, but during the break we try to meet
up for a walk once a month. In June, we had
a trip to Painshill Park in Cobham. We hired a
guide and a buggy and spent three wonderful
hours touring the 18th century landscaped
garden, with its winding paths that take you
on a journey to discover a living canvas with
beautiful vistas and dramatically placed
garden buildings. The historic route is two
and a half miles long, so the buggy was a
definite hit.

Meanwhile in July, some members got
together and visited Boulters Lock and Ray
Mill Island, Maidenhead, for an evening walk
to the weir and then back to The Boathouse
pub for a refreshing drink.

In August, our members followed a sculpture
trail in Windsor before meeting up at The
George pub in Eton. ‘Trunks across the
Thames’ has been created by Thames Hospice
in partnership with Wild in Art. The trunks
are those of thirty elephant sculptures,
decorated by artists and placed around
Windsor and Slough. There are also sixty
mini herd elephants created by local schools
and community groups.

‘Walking in the Dunes’ by Neil Griffin

The event runs until 13th September and
then the elephants will be sold at auction in
October to raise vital funds for Thames
Hospice. If you’d like to follow the trail, you
can download the map on your phone for
£1.99 or buy a paper copy for £2 from various
locations. Visit the trail’s website at
www.trunksacrossthethames.co.uk for more
information.

Later in August, we had a trip to London
which included a visit to the Tate Modern.

We start the 2026-27 season on Tuesday 1st
September with a Welcome Evening. If you
have been thinking about joining us, please
come along to the Village Hall, have a cup of
tea or coffee and a light bite, meet our
members and see what we have planned. We
meet at 7.45pm for an 8pm start. The winner
of our competition to win a year’s
subscription will also be announced that
evening.

B Please visit www.stokepogesphotoclub.co.uk for
more details about more about the club and its
programme for the new season.



Stoke Poges Men’s Group
A new plan
for this escape

A few months ago, Stoke Poges
Men’s Group had to postpone a
breakfast event.

It has now been rescheduled for Saturday
26th September at Charista Café in Farnham
Common. This new venue opened earlier this
year and specialises in all-day breakfasts. We
have been very impressed by the quality of
their food and service, so felt it would be a
very suitable place to hold this Men’s
Breakfast.

Coffee, tea and soft drinks will be served from
8am, followed by a cooked breakfast.

We will then have a fascinating and
interesting talk from our speaker, Graeme
Jenner, a guy who has the inside story on an
amazing part of World War II. He lives in Iver
and his father-in-law was a navigator in
Bomber Command who was shot down over
Holland and ended up in Stalag Luft III — the
location of ‘The Great Escape’.

Fully qualified & insured
plumber/gas engineer
available to remove drips,
drops and other annoyances
around your house

NO JOB
TOO SMALL

Call 07814 747221

In his talk, Graeme will show us what life in
the camp was really like, what the daily
routines were and how the prisoners of war
spent their time. He will share with us how
the escape plan unfolded, how the tunnels
were built and the timeline of what happened
on the night itself.

Graeme has a fascinating presentation
together with letters, telegrams and other
personal memorabilia. His father-in-law’s
experience during the war really tested his
faith, but when the war was over, he found
that God had a plan for him.

Following his talk, Graeme will take questions
and we should finish by 10.15am.

B If you would like to learn more about the Men’s
Group and its future events, please get in touch.

Tony Shortman
01844 350 014
shortmantm@gmail.com

Boilers installed, serviced &
repaired.
Landlord’s certificates issued
Gas leaks etc repaired
G3 (unvented systems)

email. drtap@hotmail.co.uk




Middle Thames Archaeological and Historical Society

Heathrow, the Olmecs
and a ‘forgotten’ prince

September sees the start of a new
season of talks on a wide range
of historical subjects.

‘How Heathrow works’
with Richard Smith

Friday 11th September, 7.30pm

Heathrow handles 480,000 aircraft
movements (an arrival or departure) a year,
or an average of 1,315 a day. How it lands,
turns around and departs that number of
aircraft is down to considerable planning and
organisation, along with the hard work of the
various staff across a range of organisations.

And when it goes wrong, ‘someone’ has to
sort it all out.

‘The Olmecs: Forerunners
of the Maya and Aztecs’
with Colin Oakes

Friday 9th October, 7.30pm

The Olmecs of primarily Mexico, were the
first distinct culture to develop and lead onto
the Maya and Aztecs, who are more famous
now. They are known for their basalt large
head sculptures, but also initiated many of
the features of later cultures such as pyramids
and the ball courts.

We will explore their material culture, but
also their origins and differences from what
came later under the Aztecs.

‘The Life and Curious Wartime Death of the
Duke of Kent’
with Tony Eaton

Friday 13th November, 7.30pm

In August 1942, Prince George — the Duke of
Kent — set out on a special mission, only to be
killed in a mysterious air crash on a remote
Scottish hillside. All documents relating to the
crash have since gone missing as part of what
increasingly looks like a concerted effort to
airbrush him from public memory.

Hugely popular with the British public in the
1930s, he is now the ‘Forgotten Prince’.
There are no statues, no royal biographies
and no hospitals, charities or causes bearing
his name. Sensitive records remain
embargoed — protected by the 100-year non-
disclosure rule accorded, uniquely, to the
Royal Archives at Windsor.

In this new talk, Tony Eaton separates the
facts from the fiction and reveals the secrets
behind this hidden part of our World War II
history.

B Join the society at 7.30pm on the second Friday of
the month in the Hastings Room at St Andrew’s
Church Centre on Rogers Lane. Each event is only
£2 for visitors and free for members. Tea, coffee
and biscuits are available after each talk.

For latest info, visit e-voice.org.uk/mtahs or email
enquiries to sec.mtahs@yahoo.co.uk




QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS

- DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL  INTERNAL / EXTERNAL + FULLY INSURED
* CLEAN & EFFICIENT SERVICE  BASED IN STOKE POGES + FREE QUOTATION ON REQUEST
—
07545 222152 L
07882 743097
info@smart-dec.co.uk

www.smart-dec.co.uk
Registered Company No. 8296031

Friendly family run garage

First class repairs and servicing for
of cars and light commercial vehicles

Independent Renault specialists
Latest diagnostic equipment
A MOT test station
; _._l':onditioning repairs and re-gassing
Free local collection and
delivery from home or work
Open 6 days a week

Free wash with every service
and selected repairs

(o Courtesy cars available
L) renavI Accident repair work can be arranged




Community
Then and now:
Holly Hill

The Fulmer Research Institute
was one of Britain’s pioneering
independent research
organisations and was based at
Holly Hill from the mid-1940s.

Colonel Wallace Charles Devereux, a leading
industrialist in light metals for aviation,
purchased the Holly Hill estate on Uxbridge
Road, now Hollybush Hill, to create his new
research institute. The Edwardian country
house was converted into laboratories, with
additional specialist buildings constructed
during the 1950s and 1960s.

In the early 1990s, these buildings were
demolished to make way for a modern office
headquarters which served as an
administrative and technology centre for a
consumer electronics company, Pioneer. By
2005, Pioneer was employing 159 staff at the
premises. However, the company decided to
vacate the site in 2012.

The premises did not remain vacant for long,
but its new use as a Sikh faith school was
controversial from the start. In July 2013, the
then Education Secretary Michael Gove
decided to allow the premises to be used for
12 months by the Khalsa Secondary Academy.
This was against the wishes of the local
councils and some local residents, who had
delivered a 5,100-strong petition opposing
the planning application to Downing Street.

Khalsa Secondary Academy closed in April
2022 and was taken over by another
academic group, renaming it to the Pioneer
Secondary Academy in homage to its previous
incarnation, where it continues today.

& Clir Keith Finan




Hedgerley Historical Society
History is always
about people

Many of our villagers are
members of the historical society
in Hedgerley - and they’re in for
a treat this autumn.

‘Elizabethan and Jacobean Playhouses in
London’ with Paul McGarrity

Wednesday 16th September, 8pm

Murder, mayhem and mischief. Tudor and
Jacobean theatre was so much more than
William Shakespeare. This talk looks at the
history, the archaeology and the fanciful tales
from one of the most interesting times in
English history.

‘A story of Henley on Thames’
with Graham Horn

Wednesday 21st October, 8pm

Henley is a small riverside town with a great
deal of history. This virtual tour tells the story
of the town in relation to its people, such as
Charles Clements and Mary Blandy, and its
buildings such as Brakspear’s Brewery — all
backed by tales of the River Thames.

‘Titan of the Thames’ with Peter Williams

Saturday 31st October, 2pm

This presentation seeks to capture the essence
of the life of William Grenfell via his roots
locally in Buckinghamshire to his role on the
national and international stage. Now largely
forgotten, he was once the go-to man in
British public life.

His life passed through stages, from being an
outstanding sportsman, then a sports
administrator, a politician and a public
servant. He was most famous for setting up
and running the first Olympics in London in
1908, successfully staged at less than two
years notice in a brand-new White City
stadium.

A full life, he died at 89, alongside family
tragedies and triumphs. Once described as
having the skill of a D’Artagnan, the strength
of a Porthos, the heart of an Athos and the
body of an Englishman!

‘Dates in English History’ with Peter Phippen

Wednesday 18th November, 8pm

“For me, history is about people and how
their lives have changed over time. People
just like us”, says Peter Phippen.

“Sometimes their lives have been shaped by
momentous events beyond their control. But
it’s always about people. Sadly, I know that
many children are put off history at school,
thinking of it as a series of dates and they
hate it for that reason — just as some of us
were put off science at school, thinking of it



as a series of equations. And apart from 1066,
they can’t remember any dates and can’t see
the point. Quite understandably in my view.

“They were also turned off history by learning
about an endless series of battles, many of
them having very little relevance to the way
ordinary people lived their lives over the
centuries. And yet there’s no disputing that
there have been some key moments in our
history with far-reaching consequences.
Which were they? How do they affect us to
this day?”

This talk puts forward the speaker’s own view
of some of those moments. And also, a little
tongue in cheek, suggests some famous
incidents that can safely be forgotten. Does
1066 make the cut? You'll be on the edge of
your seat waiting to find out. The net result is
the complete history of England in one hour —
or your money back!

‘The Really Great Escape’ with Bernard Foot

Saturday 28th November, 2pm

The story of a truly great prisoner of war
escape. But this is a story we do not hear, and
it is not the one that the famous film was
made about. This is about a far larger and
more successful escape, with 105 prisoners of
war (mainly British and Commonwealth)
escaping, with 99 making it safely home.

It took place in the former Yugoslavia, and
the real heroes were the Yugoslav Partisans.

Bernard Foot’s presentation gives a
background to Yugoslavian history, describes
the Partisans and explains the German
prisoner of war camp system, before talking
about the escape itself.

B All these events take place at Hedgerley Memorial
Hall. For more details, please contact John
Lovelock by email to jdlovelock@btinternet.com or
visit the society’s website at
www.hedgerleyhistoricalsociety.org

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

24 Hour Service
www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

Head Office Flackwell Heath
24 White Pit Lane
Tel: 01494 952288

Beaconsfield
32 Gregories Road
Tel: 01494 685000

Gerrards Cross
22-24 Oak End Way
Tel: 01753 891892

Farnham Common
4The Broadway
Tel: 01753 535556

High Wycombe
891 London Road
Tel: 01494 472572

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals ~ Pre-Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry

Marlow
21-23 Little Marlow Road
Tel: 01628 898866




StOke Poges Parish Office
Parish Council Julie Simmonds

Clerk & Legal & Financial Officer
The Village Centre, Rogers Lane SL2 4LP
01753 644 803

Saera Carter BEM (Chair)
cllrcarter@stokepogesparishcouncil.gov.uk

Mary Crocker (Vice-chair) theclerk@stokepogesparishcouncil.gov.uk
cllrcrocker@stokepogesparishcouncil.gov.uk

Pavilion caretaker: 07881 388 778
Manyjit Bassi
clirbassi@stokepogesparishcouncil.gov.uk

Keith Finan Parish Council website

clirfinan@stokepogesparishcouncil.gov.uk
For details of all council meetings, services
and initiatives, announcements, village

John Harwood information and events calendar.

clirharwood @stokepogesparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.stokepogesparishcouncil.gov.uk

Kim Pritchard [ |.E|,.
cllrpritchard @stokepogesparishcouncil.gov.uk &
Rod Wilson
cllrwilson@stokepogesparishcouncil.gov.uk
Stoke Poges Newsflash

Planning Committee

Chair: Saera Carter BEM

Vice-Chair: Mary Crocker

Manyjit Bassi, Keith Finan, Jason Harris (co-opted),
Rod Wilson

Sign up for news and information by email.

www.stokepogesparishcouncil.gov.uk/newsflash
EakeCll

Finance and General Purposes Committee

Manyjit Bassi, Saera Carter BEM, Mary Crocker,
Keith Finan, John Harwood, Kim Pritchard, Parish Council spokespersons
Rod Wilson Allotments — Rich Huckle
Planning — Saera Carter BEM
Flagmaster — Jim Budd

HR Committee Website — Rich Huckle
Chair: John Harwood MVAS coordination — Vacancy,
Vice-Chair: Mary Crocker Keith Finan ad interim

Saera Carter BEM

Appointed representatives

Stoke Poges News Editor — Rich Huckle

Stoke Poges Village Centre — Manjit Bassi, Kim
Pritchard

Community Speedwatch — Anne Frank




Solicitors near me

Family solicitors
Wills and Probate advice
Conveyancing solicitors

.
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